
Operational concept (Betriebskonzept) for the Department of 
Biomedicine (DBM) for the emergency operation in research. 
Based on the guidelines released by the University of Basel on 22.04.2020 
 
The DBM-Leitung has released this operating concept, which is based on the 
guidelines of the rectorate for the emergency operation in research, and which 
has been approved by the Medical Faculty. This concept is effective 
immediately and remains in place until further notice. It replaces all previously 
communicated measures. 
 
Objective of the measures taken: 
To prevent the transmission and spread of infection with the coronavirus 
SARS-CoV-2 within the buildings of the DBM 
 
Document history: 
26.03.2020: V 1 > approved MedFakulty 26.03.2020 
31.03.2020: V 2, replaces V1 > approved MedFakulty 31.03.2020 
24.04.2020: V 3, replaces V2 > approved MedFakulty 24.04.2020 
 
 
Scope 
 
These regulations apply to all DBM locations and all employees of the DBM. 
 
For members of the DBM who are clinically active in addition to performing 
research, the rules set out below apply in relation to their research activities in 
the DBM. For clinical activities at the hospitals, the specific instructions of your 
clinic (e.g. USB, or UKBB) apply. 
 
1. What to do in case of first symptoms 
 

- In the case of first cold-like symptoms (colds, coughs, sore throat or 
fevers) you are no longer allowed to enter the DBM and must remain at 
home in self-isolation. You are obliged to inform your superior and the 
HR (Heidi Hoyermann) by telephone. USB employees must also inform 
the USB personnel doctor (Personalarzt). Virus test for SARS-CoV-2 is 
performed in Basel in the Predigerkirche and is recommended for 
those showing any of the symptoms above. 

- After symptoms have subsided, permission must be obtained from HR 
(Heidi Hoyermann) before returning to the DBM. 

- If you have had contact with a person who is confirmed to have the 
new coronavirus, you must stay at home in self-quarantine for 10 days 
and avoid any contact with other people during this time. If you do not 
experience any symptoms during these 10 days, you should consult 
with HR (Heidi Hoyermann), who will give you permission to come back 
to work at the DBM. 
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2. Presence time at the DBM 
 
All research activities that require a physical presence at the DBM should be 
reduced to that which is necessary.  
 
Members of the DBM research groups should do writing work (reading papers 
and writing manuscripts, etc.) from home ('home office'). In most cases, data 
analysis can also be done from home. 
 
Members of the DBM Staff, Administration and Core Facilities coordinate their 
presence time with their superiors. 
 
 
3. Hygiene measures to prevent the transmission of viruses 
 
Please note that preventive measures at home are at least as important as in 
the workplace. 
 
Commuting to and from work 
 
If possible, do not use public transport (come by bicycle or on foot). If there is 
no other way, please follow the generally precautionary measures 
communicated previously. 
 
Access and conduct inside the DBM research buildings 
 

- All buildings of the DBM are only accessible with a key or badge and 
access is only allowed for members of the DBM. 

- Presence will be documented. The management of the individual DBM 
locations will implement appropriate measures. 

- General courses and internal lab meetings may only be held virtually. 
Use digital aids (see detailed Information in the email from Manuela 
Bernasconi of 12.3.2020). 

- The organization of the teaching is the responsibility of the 
Studiendekanat of the Medical Faculty. Until further notice, all teaching 
is offered using digital aids. 

 
General hygiene measures 

- At the DBM, wearing a face mask (of type EN14683 or higher) is 
obligatory and a distance of 2m must be maintained during work. 

- Disinfect your hands and clean table surfaces and all contact points 
before starting to work. Disinfection wipes and disinfectants are 
deposited on site. 

- All microscopes (including those in the cell culture rooms) should be 
used with protective goggles (or your own correction glasses) to ensure 
that the risk of virus transmission via the eyes is prevented. All contact 
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surfaces, especially the eyepieces, should be cleaned with 80% 
alcohol (provided). 

 
Room occupancy 
 
At all DBM locations, a distinction is made between room types, each with a 
maximum number of persons who may be present there at the same time 
(see Annex 1 with the corresponding site plans). The maximum number of 
persons is displayed on the entrance door. 
 

- Type I: Small laboratory, instrument room, or office or office: here only 
one person per room is allowed at any one time. 

- Type II: Larger laboratory, or instrument room of a Core Facility with 
equipment essential for the continuation of research: in addition to the 
general obligation to wear masks, a minimum distance of 2m must be 
maintained when working in these rooms. 

- Type III: Special cell culture or instrument room: Similar to Type II but 
with a maximum of 3 people allowed at the same time. 

- Type IV: Larger laboratory (> 40 m2 to 60 m2): Similar to Type II but 
with a maximum of 4 people allowed at the same time. 

- Type V: Larger laboratory (> 60 m2 to 90 m2): Similar to Type II but 
with a maximum of 5 people allowed at the same time. 

- Type VI: Open-space laboratories (2nd floor ZLF): Analogous to Type II 
but with a maximum of 8 people allowed at the same time. 

- The instrument rooms of our Core Facilities are specially monitored by 
the staff of the Core Facilities. 

- The occupancy of the Core Facilities' rooms can be viewed and 
reserved through the online calendars (e.g. IRIS (http://iris.science-
it.ch). For each room listed in IRIS the maximum occupancy has 
already been implemented in the system. Please observe a 5 minute 
waiting period for a change of users. 

 
Use of the DBM internal Core Facilities (specially flow cytometry, microscopy, 
histology) 

- The DBM Core Facilities issue specific rules for the use of the 
individual rooms and instruments. These are posted on the entrance 
doors and must be followed. 

- The Core Facilities also provide specific instructions (SOPs) for 
cleaning of work surfaces and equipment. These must be carried out 
by each user before starting to work.  

 
In case of uncertainties, the members of the respective Core Facility, or the 
Betriebsassistenten of the respective houses can provide information. 
Instructions from the personnel must be followed. 
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The operation of the animal facilities is regulated separately. 

The rules for the use of the Mouse Core Facility of the University set by the 
head of animal operations (Kerstin Broich) and implemented by the local 
Mouse User Groups. 
 
4. Verification of compliance with the measures: 
 
The research group leaders (FGL) instruct the members of their research 
group to adhere to the above rules, in particular the maximum occupancy of 
laboratories and instrument rooms. For large laboratory rooms with more than 
one research group the responsible FGLs must coordinate with each other, so 
that all of the requirements are met. 
 
The Hausleiter/innen assign persons at their location (e.g. Betriebsassistenten 
and/or employees of the Core Facility), who are responsible for supervising 
compliance with the measures described above. These people remind the 
researchers to comply with the rules and if necessary inform the responsible 
FGL. 
 
Major violations will be reported to the respective Hausleitung / members of 
the DBM-COVID19 crisis team and, where applicable, also to Campus 
Management.  
 
In case of non-compliance, the respective research group will be denied 
further access to the DBM. 
 
 
 
Approved and signed on April 24, 2020, Prof. Primo Schär, Dean, for the 
faculty management 
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5. Contact persons and personell with specific operational tasks 
 
DBM-COVID19 Crisis Team: 
    Radek Skoda (DBM-Hebelstrasse)  
    radek.skoda@unibas.ch, 061 265 22 72 
    Bernhard Bettler (DBM-Klingelbergstrasse)  
    bernhard.bettler@unibas.ch, 061 207 16 83  
    Daniel Pinschewer (DBM-Petersplatz)   
    daniel.pinschewer@unibas.ch, 061 207 32 70 
    Magdalena Müller-Gerbl (DBM-Pestalozzistrasse) 
    m.mueller-gerbl@unibas.ch, 061 207 39 33 
    Verdon Taylor (DBM-Mattenstrasse)   
    verdon.taylor@unibas.ch, 061 207 50 91 
 
DBM generall: 
Koordinatoren:  Thos Geiger: t.geiger@unibas.ch,   
    061 328 55 81 
    Christophe Kunz: christophe.kunz@unibas.ch,  
    061 328 55 84  
 
Human Resources:  Heidi Hoyermann: Heidi.Hoyermann@usb.ch,  
    061 328 63 28 
 
IT-Support:   support-dbm@unibas.ch,   
    Niklaus Vogt:  niklaus.vogt@unibas.ch,   
    061 328 63 82 
    Ilija Lujic: ilija.lujic@unibas.ch,    
    061 328 63 27 
    Timo Dörflinger: timo.doerflinger@unibas.ch,  
    061 328 50 24 
    Marc Bichsel: marc.bichsel@unibas.ch,   
    061 556 53 45 
    Antonio Calors Pires: antonio.pires@unibas.ch, 
    061 328 50 25 
 
Sekretariat:   Manuela Bernasconi:     
    manuela.bernasconi@unibas.ch,  061 265 23 24 
    Xiomara Banholzer:     
    xiomara.banholzer@unibas.ch, 061 265 29 45 
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Bioinformatics:  Robert Ivanek: robert.ivanek@unibas.ch,  
    061 207 35 41    
    Florian Geier: florian.geier@unibas.ch,   
    061 328 50 22 
    Julien Roux: julien.roux@unibas.ch,   
    061 328 55 45 
 
DBM-Hebelstrasse: 
 Betriebsassistenz: Roy Allenspach: roy.allenspach@usb.ch,  
    061 556 53 47 
    Massimo Usan: massimo.usan@usb.ch,  
    061 328 63 53 
 FACS:   Telma Lopes: telma.lopes@unibas.ch,    
    061 328 50 21 
 Microscopy:  Mike Abanto: michael.abanto@unibas.ch,  
    061 556 53 46 
    Loic Sauteur: loic.sauteur@unibas.ch,   
    061 328 55 53 
DBM-Mattenstrasse: 
 Betriebsassistenz: Daniel Wyniger: daniel.wyniger@unibas.ch,  
    061 207 50 03 
    Stefan Klauser: stefan.klauser@unibas.ch,  
    061 207 50 04 
 FACS:   Thomas Bürglin: thomas.buerglin@unibas.ch,  
    061 207 50 85 
    Thomas Barthlott: thomas.barthlott@unibas.ch, 
    061 207 50 68 
 Microscopy:  Pascal Lorentz: pascal.lorentz@unibas.ch,  
    061 207 50 02 
DBM-Pestalozzistrasse: 
 Betriebsassistenz: Daniel Kupferschmid:     
    daniel.kupferschmid@unibas.ch, 061 207 39 40 
 Histolpgy:  Diego Calabrese: diego.calabrese@unibas.ch,  
    061 207 56 60 
DBM-Petersplatz: 
 Betriebsassistenz: Andreas Schäuble: andreas.schaeuble@unibas.ch, 
    061 207 32 81 
    Jean-Luc Starck: j-l.starck@unibas.ch 

    061 207 09 79 
 


